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“Music can change the world because it can change people.”
Bono

Introduction……..

Partial list of historic string class method books:

· Mitchell, A. G. (1912). Public school class method for the violin. Philadelphia, PA: Oliver Ditson.
· Maddy, J. E. & Giddings, T. P. (1923). Universal teacher for orchestra and band instruments. Cincinnati, OH: Willis Music.
· Herfurth, C. P. (1923). A tune a day: A first book for instruction in group, public school classes, or individual lessons. Boston, MA: The Boston Music Co.
· Isaac, M. (1938 & 1966). Merle Isaac string class method. Chicago, IL: M. M. Cole.
· Waller, G. R. (1941). Waller string class method. Chicago, IL: Neil A. Kjos.
· Herman, H. (1949). Bow and strings. New York, NY: Belwin.
· Gordon, C., Beckstead, R. & Stone, G. (1959). Visual method for strings: Class or private instruction for beginners on all string instruments.
· Muller, J. F., & Rusch H. W. (1961). String method for class or individual instruction. Park Ridge, IL: Neil A. Kjos Music.
· Applebaum, S. (1961). String builder. Rockville Centre, NY: Belwin.

Partial list of modern string class method books:

	Title
	Author
	Year

	All for Strings: Comprehensive String Method
	Anderson, & Frost
	1986

	Strictly Strings: A Comprehensive String Method
	Dillon, Kjelland, & O’Reilly
	1992

	Spotlight on Strings
	Gazda & Stoutamire
	1997


	String Explorer: An Explorer’s Guide to Teaching Strings
	Dabczynski, Meyer, & Phillips
	2002

	Artistry in Strings: A Comprehensive Course of Study for Group or Private Instruction
	Frost & Fischbach
	2002

	.Jump Right In: The Instrumental Series for Strings, Revised
	Grunow, Gordon, Azzara, & Martin
	2002

	Do it! Play Strings!
	Froseth & Smith
	2003


	Essential Elements 2000 for Strings: A Comprehensive String Method
	Allen, Gillespie, & Tellejohn Hayes
	2004


	Orchestra Expressions
	Brungard, Alexander, Anderson, & Dackow
	2004

	New Directions for Strings: A Comprehensive String Method
	Erwin, Horvath, McCashin, & Mitchell
	2007

	Simply Strings: A Standards-Based, Comprehensive String Method
	Odegaard
	2007


	Sound Innovations for String Orchestra: A Revolutionary Method for Beginning Musicians
	Phillips, Boonshaft, & Sheldon
	2010




Finger Patterns: A Basic Method for Strings
George Bornoff (1948). Toronto: Gordon V. Thompson.

Appearance:
· Black and white photographs demonstrating bow hold and the position of the bow in three different points at the beginning of the book
· Black and white photographs of five fingering patterns
· No photographs or any kind of illustrations on music pages
· Each exercise preceded by thorough and easy to understand written explanation
· Only musical notation

Content:
· A Word to the Teacher
· Glossary of terms specific to bowed string instruments
· Fingering pattern chart
· Twelve clearly marked sections
· Unique to Bornoff’s beginning instruction approach:
· Open string cycle, including double open strings designed for use in heterogeneous settings
· “Whole Bow Approach” & all main bow strokes (bow styles)
· Introducing “bouncing bow stroke” (spiccato at the frog) from the onset of instruction
· Five fingering patterns or tonal patterns for cello and bass notated on all strings and with all bowing strokes
· First fingering pattern –half step fingering pattern
· One finger shifting
· Music reading introduced from the onset of instruction
· Cello book has an Appendix with tonal patterns 

Structure:
· Twelve sections of the book:
· Open strings cycle
· Fingering patterns
· Slurs with string crossing
· Fingering patters combined with slurs
· Fingering patterns combined with staccato
· Fingering patterns combined with “bounced at the frog” bowing
· Five fingering patterns in eight notes and on all strings in sequence
· Fingering patterns with the triplet variation
· Fingering patterns with quadruplet variation
· One finger shifting
· One finger shifting with five fingering patterns
· One octave scales with one finger shifting variation
· Lengthy exercises as all fingering patterns are spelled out on all strings
Assessment/CD/DVD:
· N/A

Supplements:
· Song-book Fiddle Fingers accompanies this book.
· For more advanced students/players Fingering Patterns in Positions
· Teacher manual: no

Unique aspects of the book:
· Simple and good explanations of tasks to be practiced/performed
· No etc.: all bow strokes and all fingering patterns on all strings written out
· Photographs and graphic representation of five fingering patterns
· Early use of spiccato at the frog (p. 11) and staccato (p. 13)
· Fingering patterns summarized (p. 54)
· Nine, one octave, major scales written out on two strings and with one finger (pp. 63 & 64)

Other considerations:
· The cost: $14.95 (per book) through Foundation for Advancement of String Education (FASE) 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Daily Warm-Ups for String Orchestra
Michael Allen. Milwaukee, WI: Hal Leonard

Appearance:
· No photographs or any imagery representations
· No textual explanations
· Students’ parts four (4) pages long
· Exercises named (e.g., Stylistic Bowing, Shifting, etc.)

Content:
· The purpose and recommended procedures provided at the beginning of teacher’s manual
· Ten (10) sequential technical exercises
· Conceived and developed for high school heterogeneous string groups of all levels
· Unique aspects of Allen’s approach:
· Combination of Suzuki (rhythm variations), Bornoff (fingering patters, , string crossing), Applebaum (bowing strokes variations),  Rolland (shifting), Dounis-Kievman (left-hand pizzicato, horizontal movements) 
· Exercises can be used in sequence or isolated, depending on the time that teachers has for warm-up 

Structure:
· Tuning
· Warm-Up Rhythms
· Finger Patterns
· Stylistic Bowings
· Double Stops
· Long Tones
· String Crossing
· Shifting
· Chromatic Alternations
· Scales

Assessment/CD/DVD:
· N/A

Supplements:
· Daily Warm-Ups for Full Orchestra (Allen Mitchell & Don Hanna)

Unique aspects of the book:
· Sequential and adaptable to various levels
· Flexible: students on some days group can play all ten exercises (it takes about 20 minutes to go through all exercises) and on some days group can play only few selected all ten exercises as they will benefit from playing just few selected
· Comprehensive: covers all important left and right hand playing techniques in logical sequence
· Starts and ends with tuning sequence (p. 1 & 4)
· Shifting exercises (p. 4), chromatic alternations (p. 4), three octave scales sequence (p. 4)

Other considerations:
· The cost: full set (parts and conductor’s score) $40.00 through JW Pepper

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Habits of a Successful String Musician
Christopher Selby, Scott Rush, & Rich Moon (2014). Chicago: GIA Publications, Inc.

Appearance:
· No photographs or any imagery representations
· Some textual explanations
· Large print and not cluttered 
· Exercises named (e.g., Stylistic Bowing, Shifting, etc.)

Content:
· The purpose and recommended procedures provided at the beginning of teacher’s manual
· Conceived and developed for use during the school orchestra rehearsal “ fundamentals time” as to improve to development of students playing and musicianship skills and knowledge
· Eight clearly labeled parts
· Unique aspects of Selby et al. approach:
· Provided differentiated instruction exercises (e.g., playing three octave scales in classroom where not all students are ready for three octave scales)
· Emphasized importance of “fundamentals time” (building playing techniques time) during each rehearsal

Structure:
· Tone and Articulation
· Lower Positions: Finger Patterns, Intonation, and Velocity
· Shifting Exercises
· Higher Positions and Alternative Clefs
· Scales, arpeggios, and Thirds
· Chorales
· Rhythmic Study in a Musical Context
· Sight-Reading by Level

Assessment/CD/DVD:
· N/A

Supplements:
· N/A

Unique aspects of the book:
· Students at different levels play scales at the same time (p. 14)
· Chorales in various keys and meters (pp. 40-43)
· Reading rhythms, including irregular meters, in a musical context (pp. 44-53)
· Sight-reading exercises organized by the level of complexity

Other considerations:
· The cost $9.95 per book through GIA Publications Inc. 
· Teacher manual available
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